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The elephant “Hanako” is the first Indian elephant who came to Japan after the war. On May 26, 2016,
he died at Inokashira Zoo at the age of 69. Hanako was taken up as a theme for picture books and TV
dramas and has been loved for generations. Did you know that it became a hot topic in the world as
the “sad elephant in the world” just before death?
Hanako came to Japan in 1949. In Japan, many animals died during the war due to beast killing due to
drug killings, strangulation, starvation, and so on. After the war, the two-and-a-half-year-old “Kacha”
was given to Ueno Zoo in Tokyo by the Thai government, saying, “I want to show elephants to Japanese
children”. Katya was later named “Hanako” by Hanako, who died at Ueno Zoological Park. Eventually,
in Musashino City and Mitaka City, there were calls for an exhibition of Nanako, and in 1954 it was
moved from Ueno Zoo to Inokashira Natural Culture Park.

However, elephants are essentially animals that live in groups. Hanako, who started living alone at
Inokashira Nature Culture Park, became more enthusiastic, stressed, and tempered. And there will be
two fatal accidents at Inokashira Zoo.
They killed drunks who entered the elephant house at midnight, as well as male keepers.
Because the public was accused of "murdering elephant" and the opinion that it should be slaughtered,
Hanako is locked up for more than two months with her legs tied in chains in a narrow elephant house.
During that time, Hanako was thin enough to reveal the ribs, and the stress caused her to lose three of
the four teeth.

https://www.flickr.com/photos/62570131@N04/9115046892
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Hanako, who became distrusted by human beings and became violent, then met with the keeper,
Kiyozo Yamakawa.
However, the lonely elephant, who had been chased before hurting people, did not open his mind. Mr.
Yamakawa will take care of Hanako by removing Hanako from the chain. It seems that it took 6 years
for Hanako to lick his hands with confidence in the presence of Yamakawa-san, and 8 years for her
weight to return.
Mr. Yamakawa poured a deep love for Hanako and was in charge of breeding for 30 years. Eventually,
Hanako, who regained its former warmth, will become popular as a mascot at Inokashira Zoo. Many of
the visitors visited the zoo because of the reputation of the direct breeding method that made the
movements of Hanako lively.
One person's interaction with one person became a book or a drama, and attracted many people's
tears. Eventually Yamakawa-san left the zoo, and Hanako's team was handed down to his son Koji
Yamakawa. Hanako's relationship of trust with the keepers has been highly praised and has won
awards.
It was a few years before the age of 60 that the change appeared in Hanako's bag. Since 2011,
accidents such as the keeper falling over the nose or the veterinarian being thrown away occurred
again, and from 2011, measures were taken to shift to semi-indirect breeding where the breeding
method was taken care of through the fence. This meant less direct contact with the keeper. Friendly
people were a disappointing decision for keepers who knew Hanako.
After that, Hanako will be standing at the doorway for keepers.
Hanako became a hot topic overseas when she posted a blogger who saw Hanako's appearance. Urara
Nakagawa, who visited Inokashira Natural Culture Park , talks about the time as follows.
“I was shocked and discouraged when I saw her confinement directly. It was an unprecedented and
disastrous zoo in modern times. She was just one, surrounded by concrete walls. I felt like I was
standing almost dead, like a figurine, it seemed nothing else I could do, and my heart was hurting. It
was in one of the richest areas. "
British animal welfare organizations responded to Ulara Nakagawa's appeal, and signature activities
started. The contents of the petition attracted a great deal of attention because they wanted to move
Hanako to the appropriate elephant protected area or in an environment where they could
communicate with fellow elephants at the appropriate facility. In addition, Hanako was featured in
overseas media as “the most sad elephant in the world”, and opinions such as “Hanako was pushed into
a concrete prison” flocked, and there were more than 2000 comments on the American bulletin board
site reddit, etc. There was a discussion. Unfortunately, the zoo has received criticism from abroad.
Thai protected area

https://medium.com/@ulara.nakagawa/the-tragic-story-of-hanako-the-68-year-old-elephant-in-a-tokyo-zoo-7a5dbc0f0ba4#.f9ev3hi3s
https://www.facebook.com/ElephantFreedomSanctuary
https://www.thepetitionsite.com/takeaction/743/826/456/?cid=fb_LG_AdsHanakoElephant&src=facebook_ads&campaign=sign_743826456&z00m=27151723
https://www.flickr.com/photos/62570131@N04/9115046892
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It was true that an old Hanako had been living in an old, narrow facility of concrete with no vegetation
for over 60 years. But how do you bring an old elephant who lived alone in 61 to a protected area
overseas? The exhibition at the zoo is ideally an “ecological exhibition” that creates an environment
that is as close to nature as possible, and tries to show it as natural as possible. However, Japan
currently has no standards for exhibitions at zoos or standards for animal rights and welfare. In
addition, there are many zoos where facilities are aging, and there are also facilities that challenge
rehabilitation, but the reality is that it takes time to raise funds. I can understand the critical voices
from Europe, which has already established strict standards for breeding environments for many years.
Compared to a zoo with a good environment, it is no wonder that animals living in a zoo that certainly
suffers from finances look sad.
German Zoo: African Elephant

https://www.flickr.com/photos/evoflash/7032864305
https://www.flickr.com/photos/129472585@N03/16729839246
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"Hanako's Room"

https://www.flickr.com/photos/129472585@N03/16729839246
https://www.flickr.com/photos/zooeurope/4964784700
https://www.flickr.com/photos/t-ohashi/5626492897
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However, at Inokashira Zoo, I took care of everything I could. For example, for the health management
of elderly Hanako, a high quality calorie-calculated meal is prepared for dozens of kilograms a day. I
peeled them one by one, boiled vegetables, and grabbed my favorite rice balls one by one. The facility
may be old and pre-aged, but you can see that the keeper is taking care as much as possible. Hanako
was in contact with other elephants more than half a century ago, and after that, the opportunity to
interact with people has decreased. There is also an opinion that it may be.

Knowing the past of zoo idols makes me feel complicated. Imagine the loneliness of being alone for
more than 60 years. Although they are cute animals from a distance, we may not have too many
opportunities to think about their rights and welfare. I don't know Hanako's true feelings. But if Hanako
had a lonely and lonely end, that would be the result of us human beings.
There are 12 lonely elephants living in Japan at the zoo like Hanako (as of 2016). It may be necessary
to reconsider what we can do so that these elephants can live a peaceful life.
Hanako, please take a rest. In the future, I just hope that the best care will be reviewed and
reconfirmed for the remaining elephants.

http://www.arcj.org/animals/zoo/00/id=904
http://www.arcj.org/animals/zoo/00/id=904

