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Home   Show animal   Lonely prisoner’s 45-year-old loneliness like "Miyako" is under great pressure

BY LI YUTING 2019-07-10

Reporter Li Yuting / Report

Elephants are group animals and live on a family basis. However, in zoos, there are often only a few of

them that can be used as companions, or even no other similars. In Japan, such "lonely elephants" are

not rare. Miyako, a 45-year-old from Utsunomiya Zoo in Japan, was sent to the zoo when he was young.

He never saw other similar people. He was trapped in a narrow, monotonous exhibition space

throughout his life. In the past, scientists once pointed out that the palace The mental stress is

enormous. Recently, a petition requested that the zoo should improve the living environment of the

palace or transfer it to other more suitable facilities.

Gongzi tried to get the food residue thrown by the tourists. From Voice for Zoo Animals

Miyako is a female Asian elephant. She was taken away from her family in Thailand when she was 6

months old and sent to the Utsunomiya Zoo in Japan. Since then, she has been forced to live alone. To

make matters worse, the captivity environment at Utsunomiya Zoo is extremely monotonous. Day after

day, the palace has nothing to do in the narrow fence. It can only constantly move back and forth, bite
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the fence, trying to contact with anything and anyone.

Dr. Keith Lindsay, a conservation biologist and elephant expert at the University of Oxford in the United

Kingdom, visited Japan in 2017 to inspect the solitary elephants in 14 zoos and complete the "Japan's

Solitary Image Report" (Solitary) Elephants in Japan Report) , one of the palaces, the report pointed out

that the living space of 14 solitary elephants is too small, and lack of stimulation, and the situation of the

palace is particularly heartbreaking - it moves back and forth and bites the fence , all from mental stress.

The living space of the palace is very narrow and monotonous. From Voice for Zoo Animals

An elephant is a highly intelligent and socially capable animal. In the wild, they have family and friends,

they are saddened by the death of their companions, and they maintain close contact with their

children. An elephant family can generally have dozens of them. Elephants, but this kind of animal that

can live to 70 years old is forced to live forever in the zoo. The famous lonely Hanako is an example. In the

autumn of 2015, the �ower is trapped in the concrete fence alone. Through the article of the bloggers, it

attracted international attention. The media called it "the most lonely elephant in the world". 450,000

people requested to send it back to the elephant sanctuary in Thailand, but because the �ower is too

old, the zoo Fang believes that the risk of mobile is too great, and can only promise to improve its living

environment. A few months later, in May 2016, Hanako passed away at the age of 69, ending his lonely

life.

The 45-year-old palace has more than 10 years of opportunity to get the life it deserves. A petition

initiated by Voice for Zoo Animals and local Japanese groups in May pointed out that elephants in the

wild spend up to 20 hours a day searching for food, play and other activities with family and

companions. The zoo should improve the palace. Living environment, or transfer it to other more

suitable facilities, the current display space of the palace is very narrow, and the cement �oor also hurts

its legs.

The zoo provided sand and hay for the palace, initially improving its living environment, but experts said that the amount of sand is still quite insufficient, and the thickness of
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sand covered on the concrete floor should be at least 10 cm. From Voice for Zoo Animals

The illustrator's non-creative "blue friend" embraces the lonely palace, and hopes that the palace will one day get a life with similar companionship and environment. Taken
from animal protection tornado

Dr. Lindsay, who wrote the "Japan's Solitary Image Report" and the international conservation group

Zoocheck, pointed out that they should take the palace to leave the Utsunomiya Zoo as soon as

possible, and before that, its living environment needs to be improved. At the beginning of June, the zoo

began to improve the animal welfare of the palace, providing sand and hay for the palace, giving the

palace a new opportunity to kill time. Later, some people discovered that the tires appeared in the fence

of the palace, so that it could play.

In order to make the living environment of Gongzi better and better, and even have the opportunity to

leave the zoo, the petition activity continues.
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